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Foreword from the Secretary for Education

Looking back on the past few decades, it’s amazing to think how much New Zealand’s education system and teaching
practices have changed. Today, our classrooms and classes are lively, interactive hubs of discussion and debate, with
active involvement from teachers and students alike. From a generally rigid teaching and learning framework, we have
moved to one more focused on individual student’s needs, helping them take those important steps towards a productive
and rewarding future.

Yet for all this change, many of our classrooms and other learning spaces have remained much the same. This is perhaps
inevitable – it can be easier to change approaches than to replace or upgrade buildings! However, I recognise that
boards of trustees wish to provide the best quality modern learning environment for their students and teachers. There
is also a need for better information and evidence to support the $320 million annual capital investment programme
for modernising and replacing the existing stock of school buildings.

In 2004 the Ministry of Education commissioned AC Nielsen Ltd to seek the views of designers, boards, principals,
teachers and students on what they thought was important in the design of learning spaces. As a result of this work
BRANZ Ltd was commissioned to provide advice for schools on the environmental aspects of the design of learning
spaces.

This document – and the others in the series Designing Quality Learning Spaces – aims to help schools to create learning
environments that are more appropriate for the 21st century. Developed through extensive research into international
best practice, in consultation with experts and sector representatives, it provides in-depth and practical advice on
improving quality of the internal learning environment ensuring your students and teachers enjoy effective communication
and a more comfortable classroom.

The guidelines in this series cover acoustics, lighting, interior design, ventilation and air quality, and heating and
insulation. Together they provide comprehensive information that I know will be useful for principals and boards of
trustees as they go through the process of developing their ten year property plans to improve their school facilities
and, through this, the effectiveness and value of the education they provide to students. Teachers will also find this
information useful as they consider what contributes to a high quality learning environment. This is an exciting
opportunity for us all, and we look forward to any feedback you may care to give us.

KAREN SEWELL
Secretary for Education
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